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Fear and trembling
My first question is: Is faith sometimes confused with the act of fear and trembling? This question is derived from fear and Trembling by Soren Kierkegaard.
My answer to this question is: Yes, faith is sometimes confused with the act of fear and trembling.
At the start of the narration, the narrator Johannes de Silentio seeks to justify that faith can be confused with an act emanating from fear and trembling as it is evident in the book of fear and trembling by Soren. Johannes attempts to discourse the overwhelming misconception that has always been there since time immemorial about the story of Abraham. (Kierkegaard 1843 pp 23) He does this to give a new definition of the concept of faith. When Johannes investigates the story of Abraham sacrificing his only son, he finds that the story which for long has been used to epitomize faith only affirm how Christians miss out on the true meaning of faith. Soren believes that the act of Abraham was triggered not by faith but by the anxiety that Abraham had or by isolation or due to absurdity.
Also, Soren continues to offer a further explanation to show that the act of Abraham was not because of faith instead because of anxiety that befell him. Soren believes that, for any action done, one must be able to act in line with the ethical codes which are universally established. According to Soren, this is not the case with Abraham. Sorane poses a question, problem one and also gives a response on the same. He defines faith as a ‘paradox’ by which he sees a particular being higher than the universal. (Kierkegaard 1843 pp 48) This is what leads Abraham to the plane of faith. As such, Abraham is, therefore, unable to explain his action because he is in the pic of faith which is far much beyond the universal ethics. This is the reason why Abraham is not able to explain his action of sacrificing his son. Johannes also gives a comparison between two incidents of Abraham and that of Agamemnon, who also killed his daughter. In the two incidents, Johannes finds out that the distinction lies in their anxiety and justification of the act.


Reference.
Kierkegaard, S. (2013). Kierkegaard's writings, VI, volume 6: fear and trembling/repetition. Princeton University Press.




















